In recent years, interest in the conservation of the natural environment and the protection of wild animals has been growing, and these issues are receiving more coverage in newspapers and on TV. 
surprising numbers and diversity of fauna because of the diverse ecosystems stretching from the southern island in the subtropical zone to Hokkaido in the cold zone. Now, let us consider how the Japanese people related to animals in the past.
When considering animals in Japan's past, one might think of guardian dogs that kept watch at the gate of a Shinto shrine or foxes as messengers of the Inari deity. Since ancient times, foxes, monkeys, deer, hawks and doves have been treated with respect as divine messengers in the polytheistic Japanese tradition. The Japanese crane is considered a god of happiness, and the proverb about the seeno-evil, hear-no-evil, and speak-no-evil monkeys has been around for generations. In the past, wild animals were a familiar part of daily life, as can be seen in the frequent depiction of animals in art, such as the picture scroll of "The Battle of Twelve" of the Muromachi period, pictures of birds and beasts, and in stories such as "The Fox's Wedding" -and this title has become the expression for a meteorological phenomenon -and in items of daily-use.
Moreover, animal motifs have been used in family crests and emblems, and falconers working with their birds, monkey showmen, and fortune-telling cards chosen by a bird known as the varied tit (Paris varius) were familiar sights until recently.
Until the Meiji era, when Japan became a modern state, the hunting of wild animals was under the control of local feudal lords, which prevented overhunting. It is believed that the White storks (Ciconia ciconia) of Toyooka, which I will talk about later, managed to survive for such a long time thanks to the protection of Lord Izushi and the nature-friendly lifestyle of local farmers. I believe that in many farming villages across Japan, this type of lifestyle was common and resulted in protecting wild animals.
Now, what about people today? What is our relationship with animals like?
In Tajima, in the northern part of Hyogo Prefecture, there is an increasing number of cases in which bears have been disposed of as dangerous animals when they have appeared too close to people's houses and have eaten and damaged agricultural products in the area. Also, farmers are spending extra money to put up fences to protect mulberry fields from deer and they continue to have problems with troops of monkeys (Macaca) and wild boars that eat and damage their crops.
In Gifu and Nagano Prefectures, damage to trees caused by Japanese serow, animals that have been designated a Natural Monument, is a problem. More recently, the damage to trees whose bark has been scratched off by bears has become conspicuous. In these ways, the conflict between wild animals believed to live quietly deep in the mountains and people has attracted media attention.
At the same time, we live in an era in which urban dwellers that love the outdoors go to the mountains, looking for contact with wild animals. It is also an age of growing interest in the preservation of the natural environmental and in wild animal protection. Interest in bird watching has grown, evidenced by the appearance of specialized magazines. All sorts of apparatus and tools are available in outdoor equipment shops for bird watchers. More and more people can be seen carrying around sophisticated telephotographic cameras. Newspaper articles are also often written about the successful feeding of wild boars, raccoon dogs and red foxes.
It is certainly encouraging to know that many people are interested in wild animals. At the same time, however, it is also true that interaction between wild animals and humans has brought about new problems. Now, let us take a look at the situation from the standpoint of wild animals in Japan.
The process of the extinction of the white stork of Toyooka demonstrates how our daily lives In 1951, the white stork, as a species, became the object of official protection, which, in addition, gave protection to their habitat. In 1955, the Governor of Hyogo Prefecture established an association for the protection of white storks and initiated civic protection programs. At that time, there were still twenty-three white storks. In 1959, two artificial nesting towers were installed as part of the framework of a protection campaign to "leave the white storks alone." Meanwhile, a one-loach-perperson campaign was launched, and junior high school students in the region began collecting loaches to feed the white storks. In 1963, eggs were collected from their nests for artificial incubation, an attempt that failed. In 1965, individual wild white storks were caught for breeding. Some of these birds subsequently died, which was attributed to mercury poisoning from agricultural chemicals.
In 1985, Khabarovsk, located in the former Soviet Union and a sister province of Hyogo Prefecture, presented Hyogo with six white stork fledglings. In 1989, the twenty-four years of hard work bore fruit in the first successful breeding; the white stork population expanded to 67 individuals.
In November 1999, Hyogo Prefectural Homeland for the Oriental White Stork was opened. With this, Hyogo Prefecture was finally able to begin returning the white storks to the wild. You can see from this that the extinction of the white storks coincided with the widespread use of agricultural chemicals, necessitated by the need for increased food production during the post-war restoration period. During that period, as many as 400 tons of organic mercury-based agricultural chemicals were spread each year across Japan to protect paddy-rice plants against blight and harmful insects.
You may have heard about the panic that ensued in Japan when traces of chemical pesticides used in agriculture were detected in human milk and hair.
It was also during this period that Rachel Carlson in Silent Spring warned of the danger of agricultural chemicals, and the occurrence of Minamata Disease, a tragic case of illness and birth defects caused by pollution.. As the white storks were feeding on loaches and insects, they were directly exposed to chemical substances that were concentrated in their diet. (Fig. 1) Similarly, golden eagles, relatively large animals, were also exposed to the damaging effects of these chemicals becoming concentrated in their food chain. Deaths of white-tailed eagles (Haliaeetus albicilla) in Vol. 52 (1), 2002 31 Hokkaido, due to lead poisoning, as well as the deaths of water birds in a similar situation, have been reported. The lead responsible for these incidents came from bullets used in hunting. Contagious diseases in Japanese serow in the Tohoku region of northern Japan have also been reported; these diseases are usually found in livestock animals.
An example of environmental contamination affecting animals in the wild from overseas, comes from the United States, where the reproduction of crocodiles has been affected because the male individuals are suffering the effects of endocrine disruptors . In Japan as well, we have found that the sea snail, a kind of shellfish, is infected with organo tin compounds, which provoke imposex. In 1996, the American biologist Theo Colborn's Our Stolen Future was published, reporting on research into reproductive abnormalities found among wild animals and proposing that endocrine disrupting chemicals may be responsible. This book has warned us of the emergence of a completely new and grave environmental problem.
Naturally, animals are closely linked to humans.
We used to think that bears, monkeys, deer, Japanese serow, hawks, eagles and many other wild animals lived quietly, deep in the mountains where people did not go. But now I hope that we understand that these animals are very much present in our community life. Bears come to villages not only because the harvest of nuts is poor in the woods but also because the rich ecosystem that sustains their existence is lacking. The same is true for monkeys. They damage trees because they lack a rich ecosystem. It takes a long time to return animals accustomed to humans back to their original way of living in the mountains because the easy ways of obtaining food are handed down from parents to children.
Even though we may not be conscious of it, animals are being influenced by our economic activities and other factors including Japan's rapid economic development, the ageing population Mycotoxins 32 Fig. 1 inhabiting farm villages, the urbanization of farm villages near cities, single-species tree planting, urban population explosion, and the mass consumption of fossil fuels.
In Japan, at present, 47 species of mammals, 90 species of birds, 18 species of reptiles, 14 species of amphibians, and 76 species of freshwater fish and 245 species of brackish water fish are believed to be in danger of extinction. (Table 1) Now we are wondering if wild animals in Japan can continue to survive in the future. I'm sure that it is the hope of all of us that they will continue to live, deep in the mountains.
Conclusion
I would like to continue to reflect with you on our relationship with wild animals, discussing wild birds in the mangroves in Myanmar, which still retains a favorable natural environment, and natural life in Bhutan. 
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